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Before Reading 

Dear Mr. Henshaw begins as the main 
character asks his favorite author ten 
questions for a school assignment.  Think 
about your favorite book and author.  What 
questions would you like to ask him/her?   
 

Questions 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
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Questions 

1.  How many years has Leigh been writing to Mr. Henshaw?  How do 

you know? 

 

 

2. What does Leigh want to be when he is older? 

 

 

3. Describe Leigh’s family. 

 

 

4. How does Leigh describe himself?  How would you describe Leigh? 

 

 

5. What made Leigh finally start answering Mr. Henshaw’s questions? 

 

 

6. What does Leigh’s mom mean by the phrase “whooping it up”?  How 

is her meaning different from Mr. Fridley’s? 

 

Vocabulary 
disgusted- 
 
 
duplicate- 
 
 
 
gondolas- 
 
 
 
catering- 
  

Figurative Language 
Idiom:  Go climb a tree 
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 1-30 
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Activity for pages 1-30 

 
 
 

Indicators Description Evidence 

Strengths 

Weaknesses 

Hopes and 
dreams 

Thoughts and 
feelings 

Describe Leigh and what you know about him so far.  As 
you read further in the novel, come back to this page to 
add new things you have learned. 
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Questions 

1. What problem does Leigh have with his lunch? 

 

 

2. What did Leigh get to do at school that he enjoyed? 

 

 

3. Why did Leigh decide to keep a diary?  How does Leigh start his diary 

entries? 

 

 

4. How did Leigh “foil the thief” of his lunch? 

 

5.  How do you think Leigh feels about his dad and why? 
 

Vocabulary 
fictitious- 
 
 
quiche- 
 
 
 
halyard- 
 
 
 
partition-  

Figurative Language 
Simile:  Like a country 
western song.   
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 31-42 
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Leigh remembers when his parents made up poems 
about a shoe found on the side of the road at 
Christmas.  Write a poem about something you 
might find along the side of the road.  Be creative in 
composing your poem.  It can be rhymed or 
unrhymed. 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

Activity for pages 31-42 
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Questions 

1.  What did Leigh’s dad get him for Christmas?  How did he get it to 

Leigh? 

 

 

2. What does Leigh’s mom mean by the statement “It takes two people 

to get a divorce”? 

 

 

3. Why did everyone laugh at Leigh during lunch? 

 

 

4.  Describe Leigh and Mr. Fridley’s relationship.   
 

Vocabulary 
drooled- 
 
 
retainers- 
 
 
 
conversation- 
 
 
 
  

Figurative Language 
Simile:  Heart as big as a 
football stadium.   
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 43-53 
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Leigh has tried everything he can think of to get the thief to stop 
stealing his lunch.   
Why do you think someone steals Leigh’s lunch?  Think of 
several causes. 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
What effect does this have on Leigh?  List several. 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Finish the letter. 
Dear thief, 
Please stop taking my lunch! 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
     ___________, 
     Leigh 

Activity for pages 43-53 
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Questions 

1.  What does the librarian do for Leigh? 

 

 

2. How is Mr. Henshaw’s new book different than his others? 

 

 

3. Who did Leigh receive postcards from? 

 

 

4. What FIRST surprises Leigh when he calls his dad? 

 

 

5. What happened to Bandit? 

 

 

6. How do you think Leigh felt after talking to his dad on the phone?  

Why? 

 

Vocabulary 
tourist- 
 
 
relieved- 
 
 
scowling- 
 
 
nuisance- 
 
  

Figurative Language 
Hyperbole:  I hope your book 
wins a million awards.   
 
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 55-72 
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What I read….. What it reminded me of…. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Activity for pages 55-72 
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Questions 

1. What does Leigh mean by the statement that things might be easier if 

he could hate his father? 

 

 

2. What advice does Mr. Fridley give to Leigh? 

 

 

3. What made Leigh feel so good one day after school? 

 

 

4. Why do you think his dad’s words, “Go buy yourself an ice cream 

cone” made Leigh so mad? 

 

Vocabulary 
mildewed- 
 
 
antique- 
 
 
molesting- 
 
 
quivering- 
 
 
  

Figurative Language 
Metaphor:  Those clouds of 
butterflies were so beautiful.   
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 73-87 
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Activity for pages 73-87 
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Questions 

1.  What problem does Leigh have with his ‘wax man “story? 

 

 

2. Why did Leigh have to buy a new notebook? 

 

 

3. What did Leigh try to write a poem about? 

 

 

4. Who do you think is stealing Leigh’s lunch? 

 
 

Vocabulary 
villains- 
 
 
insulated- 
 
 
 
muffle- 
 
 
triggered- 
  

Figurative Language 
Idiom:  I tore home with all 
the things I bought.   
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 89-102 
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Activity for pages 89-102 

Mr. Henshaw explains in one of his letters that a character 
should solve a problem or change in some way.  Complete 
the graphic organizer to show how Leigh has changed 
throughout the novel.   

Beginning 

 

 

End 
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Questions 

1. Why is Leigh glad he didn’t find out who was stealing his lunch? 

 

 

2. Why was Leigh embarrassed while talking to his dad on the phone? 

 

 

3. What did Leigh write about for the Young Writer’s yearbook? 

 

 

4. What did Leigh receive from his work in the Young Writer’s yearbook? 

 

 

5. Why did Leigh get asked to meet the author, even though he didn’t 

get 1st -4th place? 

 

 

6. What does Mrs. Badger say that makes Leigh so happy? 

 
 

Vocabulary 
casserole- 
 
 
disgusted- 
 
 
reserved- 
 
 
imitate- 
  

Figurative Language 
Simile:  White bread that 
tastes like Kleenex  
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 102-121 
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Activity for pages 102-121 

Imagine that 10 or 15 years have passed.  Leigh is now 21 
or 26 years old.  Write a letter from Leigh to Mr. Henshaw.  
Tell about all the changes in his life.   
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
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Questions 

1. How did Leigh know that his dad was at his house before he actually 

saw him? 

 

 

2. How did Leigh’s dad find Bandit? 

 

 

3. What did Leigh’s dad come to ask Leigh’s mom? 

 

 

4. Did you the like the way the book ended?  Why or why not? 

 
 

Vocabulary 
duplex- 
 
 
hesitated- 
 
 
shabby- 
 
 
 
  

Figurative Language 
Idiom:  I had learned by now 
that I couldn’t count on 
anything he said.   
What does it mean? 
 
Your Turn: 
 
What does it mean? 
 
 

Pages 123-end 
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Complete the I Poem from the point of view of the 
character of your choice.   

I am___________________________________________ 
I wonder_______________________________________ 
I hear__________________________________________ 
I see___________________________________________ 
I cry___________________________________________ 

I pretend_______________________________________ 
I feel__________________________________________  
I touch_________________________________________ 
I worry_________________________________________ 
I am___________________________________________ 

I understand ____________________________________ 
I say___________________________________________ 
I dream________________________________________ 
I want_________________________________________ 
I am___________________________________________ 

Activity 123-end 
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