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What are CHIT CHAT CARDS?
I have taught 6th graders for 15 years, and one thing I can tell 
you for sure is that they LOVE to CHIT CHAT with one 
another.  Because our day is so fast-paced and so much 
needs to be crammed in, I came up with the idea for CHIT 
CHAT CARDS.  Instead of writing down all of their thoughts or 
recording their responses to text, they have cards that 
keep them focused, on-topic, yet able to listen, speak, and 
discuss.  As teachers we don’t need one more piece of 
paperwork to PHYSICALLY sort and organize!  These CHIT 
CHAT CARDS can be used as a method of engaging students 
in discussion.  Use these Chit Chat Cards during partner time, 
small group, or even whole class discussion. Use them how 
you see fit, but use them.  These CHIT CHAT CARDS are a 
perfect tool for helping students become better listeners, 
speakers, and thinkers.   I promise your students will love the 
time they have to interact, share, and discuss text.  Happy 
chatting!

~Erin Beers
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Inspiration and Directions
Inspiration…
I LOVE allowing my students time to discuss novels and text.  As readers, they 
need to be given opportunities to interact with one another in a more 
comfortable way without ALWAYS having to use paper and pencil.  While it is 
essential for us to give our students plenty of opportunity to write written 
responses, it is also crucial that we allow them the opportunity to discuss and 
speak with one another without a written component.  And so I created these 
Chit Chat Cards.  The purpose of this Brian’s Winter Chit Chat Cards resource is 
to allow students to have the chance to share about the novel with a peer while 
providing them with a focal point to begin their thinking in order to generate even 
more thoughtful discussion.  Simply explain your expectations, pass out Chit Chat 
Cards, and have students share their thoughts with one another.

Directions & Possible Uses:
• Print and laminate Chit Chat Cards.  You will need a few sets for whole class 

work.
• Pass out the Chit Chat Cards.
• Partner students and allow them time to read through and discuss the Chit 

Chat cards.
• Have them discuss as few or as many as time allows.
• Bring group back together for a whole class discussion.
• Allow students to listen, share, and discuss their thoughts.
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Chit Chat Card #2

Why do you think the bear didn’t 

kill Brian when he yelled at and 

kicked the bear?

Chit Chat Card #3

Do you think Brian is a quick 

learner?  Why or why not?

Chit Chat Card #4

Brian wishes a “good hunt” upon 

the wolves.  Why is he hopeful for 

the wolves?  Explain his 

connection to the wolves and 

other predatory animals?

Chit Chat Card #1

Compare and contrast Brian’s 

needs in the warm summer and 

the cold winter.  What needs are 

similar and different based on the 

change in seasons.

Chapter 1 Chapter 2 

Chapter 3 Chapter 4 
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Chit Chat Card #6

Brian works hard to learn how to shoot 

the new war bow he has made 

because it can provide both food and 

protection.  Share about a time when 

you made something or learned to do 

something new that you worked 

particularly hard to learn.

Chit Chat Card #7

What do you think might have 

happened to Brian if Betty had not 

intervened when the bear 

ransacked his shelter?  

Chit Chat Card #8

Describe the weather that you 

love the most and wish could 

surround you every day.  Describe 

the worst possible weather 

scenario that you hate 

experiencing.

Chit Chat Card #5

Brian does not seem to like the 

idea of or the way the wolves kill, 

but he respects them.  How has 

this chapter changed your 

perspective of survival in nature?  

Chapter 5 Chapter 6 

Chapter 7 Chapter 8 
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Chit Chat Card #10

Brian hunts and butchers a moose, 

something he likely never thought 

possible.  Describe a time when 

you faced a challenge that you 

never thought you could tackle.

Chit Chat Card #11

Brian has been surviving for 9 days!  

If you were stranded in the 

wilderness for 94 days, what do 

you think you would miss most 

about your every day life?  Share 

three things you would struggle to 

be without. 

Chit Chat Card #12

Describe Thanksgiving traditions in 

your family.  What are your 

favorite things about 

Thanksgiving?

Chit Chat Card #9

Brian is so blown away by the 

beauty of the winter woods and 

wants to frame what he is 

observing.  What is the most 

beautiful sight you have observed 

in nature?

Chapter 9 Chapter 10 

Chapter 11 Chapter 12 



Chit Chat Card #14

Brian comes up with the idea for 

how to make snowshoes in his 

sleep.  Describe a time when you 

have been awakened from sleep 

by an idea.

Chit Chat Card #15

Brian kills the deer and is 

immediately saddened by his 

actions.  Describe a time when 

you regretted something you had 

done and wished you could take 

the situation back.

Chit Chat Card #16

Do you think Brian would have 

survived through the entire winter?  

Why or why not? 

Chit Chat Card #13

Brian had no idea that trees could 

explode and was almost injured 

when one shot wood near his 

head.  Share about an 

occurrence in nature you read in 

this story that surprised you.

Chapter 13 Chapter 14 

Chapter 15 Chapters 16-17 
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CCSS Covered with Chit Chat Cards 

Speaking and Listening:

4-8.SL.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.

4-8.SL.4: Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas 

logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and 

details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 

pronunciation.
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I would LOVE your feedback on this resource because your thoughts and ideas make my 
products even better.  Did you know that providing feedback gives you the chance to earn 
points which will discount your future Tpt purchases? Go to: My Purchases and click on the 
words “Provide Feedback!”

For more useful classroom and ELA resources, check these out:

Check out my blog and find me here…

Happy Reading!
Erin Beers

Clipart Credit:

Thank you!
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